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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

The claims are objected to because they include reference characters which are not 
enclosed within parentheses (see "A", "B" claims 40,42) 

Reference characters corresponding to elements recited in the detailed 
description of the drawings and used in conjunction with the recitation of the same 
element or group of elements in the claims should be enclosed within parentheses so 
as to avoid confusion with other numbers or characters which may appear in the claims. 
See MPEP§ 608.01 (m). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 25-35, 40-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Yao US Patent 6658516. 

Regarding claim 25, Yao discloses a device comprising: 

memory card comprising: at least one memory part, used to store information; at least 
one controller, used to control data communication, wherein the controller optionally is 
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integrated with the memory part; a plug, capable of being put back, used to connect to a 
connector of a USB series; and optionally a first I/O port, used to be externally 
connected to a second I/O port,, wherein the memory card can select the first I/O port or 
the plug to connect to an electronic device for information communication, wherein the 
thickness of the memory card is less than 0.38cm (for example, see Figs 1-6, see 
columns 1-6). Moreover, it has been held that the recitation that an element is "capable 
of performing a function is not a positive limitation but only requires the ability to so 
perform. It does not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. In re Hutchison 69 
USPQ138 

Regarding claim 26, Yao discloses comprising one selected from the group consisting 
of an IC card, a CF card, a SD card, a multimedia card, an XD picture . card, a memory 
stick card, a memory stick duo card, a MG memory stick card, a smart media card, a 
Microdrive card, a PCMCIA card, and a USB silicon disk, (for example, see Figs 1-6, 
see columns 1-6) 

Regarding claim 27, Yao discloses wherein the plug, the memory part, and the at least 
one controller can be separated from the memory card to form another independent 
memory card(for example, see Figs 1-6, see columns 1-6) 
Regarding claim 28, Yao discloses a device comprising: 

a memory part, used to store information; a controller, used to control information 
communication, optionally can be integrated with the memory part; a plug, capable of 
being put back, used to be connected to a connector; and optionally a first I/O port, 
used to be externally connected to a second I/O port; wherein the memory card can 
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select the first I/O port to connect to the second I/O port of an electronic device, or 
select the plug to connect to a connector of an electronic device, so as to have 
information communication, wherein the memory card comprises one selected from the 
group consisting of an IC card, a CF card, a 5D card, a multimedia card, a XD picture 
card, a MG memory stick card, a memory stick duo card, a memory stick card, a smart 
media card, a Microdrive card, a PCMCIA card, and a U5B silicon disk(for example, see 
Figs 1-6, see columns 1-6). Moreover, it has been held that the recitation that an 
element is "capable of performing a function is not a positive limitation but only requires 
the ability to so perform. It does not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. In re 
Hutchison 69 USPQ 138 

Regarding claim 29, Yao discloses comprising: a memory part, used to store 
information; at least one controller, used to control information transmission, and 
optionally being integrated with the memory part; at least two different I/O connectors, 
wherein one of the at least two I/O connectors includes a plug, which can be connected 
to a USB series A connector of the digital device, the plug comprises: a plurality of 
exposed metal connection terminals being exposed, used to electrically connect to 
corresponding metal connection terminals of the U5B series connector after the plug is 
connected to the USB connector, a thickness of the plug is less than 0.38 cm; and a 
non-metal holder, used to holed the metal connection terminals of the plug, wherein the 
holder can optionally include a metal frame rack, wherein the memory part comprises 
one selected from the group consisting of an IC card, a CF card, a SD card, a 
multimedia card, a XD picture card, a MG memory stick card, a memory stick duo card, 
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a memory stick card, a Microdrive card, a PCMCIA card, and a USB silicon disk(for 

example, see Figs 1-6, see columns 1-6) 

Regarding claim 30, Yao discloses a device comprising: 

at least two connectors, for connecting at least two different connectors installed on a 
single information storage device, which has been plugged therein; or capable of 
connecting to one connector installed on the single information storage device(for 
example, see Figs 1-6, see columns 1-6). Moreover, it has been held that the recitation 
that an element is "capable of performing a function is not a positive limitation but only 
requires the ability to so perform. It does not constitute a limitation in any patentable 
sense. In re Hutchison 69 USPQ 138 

Regarding claim 31 , Yao discloses wherein the single information storage device 
comprises one selected from the group consisting of an IC card, a CF card, a SD card, 
a XD picture card, a memory stick duo card, a memory stick card, a multimedia card, a 
MG memory stick card, a smart media card, a Microdrive card, a PCMCIA card, and a 
USB silicon disk(for example, see Figs 1-6, see columns 1-6) 
Regarding claim 32, Yao discloses wherein the single information storage device 
includes a master card associating with an independent card (for example, see Figs 1-6, 
see columns 1-6) 

Regarding claim 33, Yao discloses a device comprising: 

at least dual connector; and a slot, allowing a single information storage device to be 
plugged in, wherein the single information storage device includes at least two different 
connectors or at least one single connector, wherein the at least dual connector can be 
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connected to at least two different connector or the at least one connector on the single 
information storage device, which is plugged into the single slot(for example, see Figs 
1-6, see columns 1-6) 

Regarding claim 34, Yao discloses wherein the single information storage device 
comprises one selected from the group consisting of an IC card, a CF card, a SD card, 
a multimedia card, a XD picture card,, a memory stick duo card, a MG memory stick 
card, a smart media card , a Microdrive card, a PCMCIA card, and a USB silicon 
disk(for example, see Figs 1-6, see columns 1-6) 

Regarding claim 35, Yao discloses wherein the single information storage device 
includes a master card associating with an independent card. 
Regarding claim 40, Yao discloses a device comprising: 

at least one memory part, used to store information; at least one controller, used to 
control information communication, optionally being integrated with the memory part; at 
least one plug, which can be used to connected to a connector of a USB series for 
information communication with an electronic device ; and optionally comprising a first 
I/O part to connect to the second I/O of an electronic apparatus A; wherein a memory 
card B can be released from or retracted back to the memory card A, and the memory 
card A can provide the function of staring and accessing information on the memory 
card B, the memory card B can be . plugged into a card slot, wherein the memory card 
8 includes one selected form the group consisting of an IC card, a CF card, a SD card, 
a multimedia card, a XD picture card, a memory stick card, a memory stick duo card, a 
MG memory stick card, a smart media card, a Microdrive card, a PCMCIA card, and a 
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USB silicon disk, wherein the memory card A can select the first I/O port or the plug to 
connect to the second I/O port of the electronic apparatus A, so as to have information 
communication, wherein the memory card B optionally includes a controller and an I/O 
port for connecting with an external electronic apparatus B to control information 
transmission(for example, see Figs 1-6, see columns 1-6) 

Regarding claim 41 , Yao discloses wherein the memory card comprises one selected 
form the group consisting of an IC card, a CF card, a SD card, a multimedia card, a XD 
picture card, a memory stick card, a memory stick duo card, a MG memory stick card, a 
smart media card, a Microdrive card, a PCMCIA card, and a USB silicon disk (for 
example, see Figs 1-6, see columns 1-6) 
Regarding claim 42, Yao discloses a device comprising: 

a master card, having an I/O port, capable of connecting with a first external electronic 
device; a first controlling unit, implemented on the mater card, used to convert the I/O 
port into a USE interface; and a memory card, having a second control unit and a USE 
interface t/O port member, capable of connection with a second external electronic 
device, wherein the memory card can be mounted on the master card as a choice from 
a user, and by a mechanical operation or a direct connection, the USE interface I/O port 
member can be coupled with the USE interface, wherein only one at a time can be 
selected for information communication from the group consisting of case 1 that the 
USE interface I/O port member of the memory card is coupled with the USE interface 
and case 2 that the USE interface I/O port member of the memory card is coupled with 
the second external electronic device(for example see Figs 1-6, see columns 1-6) 
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Regarding claim 43, Yao discloses wherein when the memory card is mounted on the 
master card, the first control unit and the second control, unit can be optionally coupled 
together(for example, see Figs 1-6, see columns 1-6). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dameon E Levi whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0426. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. (9:00 - 5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David S Martin can be reached on (703) 308-3121 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-7724. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0058. 
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